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DESCRIPTION

(C}mck.Ono)
;] Excellent ] Goeod [C] Fair ] Doteriorated [} Ruins ] Unoxposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One) .
A Altered f:] Unaltered {7 Moved ] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

The Tunker House comsists of a two-story brick block with a brick and frame
two-story rear ell, all of which rests on a stone foundation. The
structure eveolved, as many Virginia houses did, from an original ome-story
structure built of brick laid in Flemish bond, with gable roof and exterior
end chimney. Soon after, the two-story front portion was added at right
angles to the older house, also built in Flemish bond brick. Later a
second story was added to the rear ell and still later the ell was widened
by a frame addition. The two brick portions have typical narrow mortar
joints used after the late eighteenth century. The three-bay facade has a
central entranceway which leads into the larger of two first floor fromt
rooms. The rooms are separated by two large pine partitions and a central
door; when meetings were to be held, the two panels could be swung up to
the pine sheathed ceiling and held there by hooks leaving little more than
the door frame to divide the rooms. Alterations ‘'include the removal of the
corner stair in the smaller of the two front rooms and the enlawxging of a
window in the front facade. The rooms throughout the house are exceedingly
plain with little but the richness of the pine grain to ornament the first
floor rooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original portion of the Yount-Zigler House, or Tunker House, as it is
presently called, is believed to have been built circa 1798 by Benjamin
Yount. Benjamin Yount (1756-1834) purchased 299 acres on Linville Creek
with his brother.in 1794...Between 1799 and 1802 this property came under
the sole ownership of Yount who lived in a one-and-a-half story brick
dwelling with a stone basement that has been incorporated into the back
wing of the present dwelling. Between 1802 and 1806 Yount built the two-
story brick section that now comprises the main portion of the house.

It is this later section that contains the most notable feature in the
form of partitions that can be raised in order to turn the first two rooms
on the first floor into one large meeting room. From the early nineteenth
century until 1830 this enlarged room was used for religious services by
the German Baptists (or Tunker Brethren). When the partitions were raised,
it is believed that the women sat on one side of the house and the men on
the other. The rear of the house was used to prepare the meals .to feed the
Brethren during their regular meetings. From these German Baptists or
Tunkers the house has received its present mame.

and tradition states that the ceremony took place inm the home of her father
Afterwards the couple lived in the house, and, when Benjamin Yount died in
he left the house to his son-in-law, Peter Nead. Nead is also credited wit
raising the original portion (now the rear wing) of the house to two storie
after his marriage.

Peter Nead (1796-1877) was one of the important early leaders in the Church
of the Brethren. Born in Hagerstown, Maryland, into a family of Lutherans,
Nead later joined the Methodist Church and circa 1823 obtained membership
with the Tunkers. His ties with the Brethren were reenforced by his
marriage to Elizabeth Yount. Although a tanner by trade, Nead became a
minister in the Brethren Churech in 1827 and spent the rest of his life
serving his adopted church. In 1833 while living in the house after

sceing the need for a written theology for the Brathren he wrote Primitive

Theology," as it was sometimes called, was an instant success and led to .

increased conversions into the church.

In 1839 Nead sold the property to Samuel Yount and began a series of moves
that were to continue until he settled near Dayton, Ohio, where he lived

On 20 December 1825 Elizabeth Yount, daughter of Benjamin, married Peter NeFd,
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8. until his death. The Tunker House passed through several ownerships
until purchased in 1858 by the Zigler family who owned it into this
century.

The Tunker House, the only surviving meeting place of the Church of
the Brethren in the Shenandoah Valley, is being renovated by its present
OWNET .
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